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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Happy 2024! | hope the new year has started off on a high
note for you all. | am very excited to share some news
regarding coverage of GPOCP in the February 2024 issue of

National Geographic magazine! The article, Borneo's Wild

Green Heart, features the stunning beauty of Gunung Palung
and its amazing biodiversity, along with some of our work!
Linked in the sidebar here, the photos are by my husband,
Tim Laman, and my son, Russell, took the photo in the
opening spread!

January was a fun-filled and busy time for me, with a bit of
travel and the start of the new semester at Boston University.
The new term is underway and my students, undergraduate
and graduate, are busy with classes and developing their
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research projects. Stay tuned for updates from BU in the
coming months.

N

In this issue of Code RED, you will hear from our Field
Director, Edi Rahman, about our Annual Meeting that was '*
held in Ketapang, Indonesia in early January. While | could not I
attend in person, | made appearances via Zoom, and led the
staff through a virtual tour of the lab at BU so they could see
how we process the data and samples that are collected in the

field!

Click here to read the February
You will also hear from our Research Manager, Rizal, with 2024 National Geographic article,
reflections on 2023, sharing some memories and stories about Borneo's Wild Green Heart,
highlights from the research station and one of the new featuring Gunung Palung National
orangutan developments we are excited to track in 2024. Our Park and our work!

new Code Red banner for 2024 features Berani and her now
one-year-old baby that Rizal talks about in his article.

Wishing you all have had a great start to the New Year!

QM?QM

Cheryl Knott, PhD
Executive Director
Gunung Palung Orangqutan Conservation Program (GPOCP)

GPOCP/Yayasan Palung’s Keluarga Besar (Big Family)

Continues Annual Meeting Tradition
By Edi Rahman, Field Director

GPOCP/Yayasan Palung consists of 5 major programs: (1) Research (2) Environmental Education (3)
Animal Protection (4) Sustainable Livelihoods and (5) Village Forests. All these programs have the
ultimate goal of supporting the conservation of orangutans and their habitat in Ketapang and North
Kayong Districts as well as in Gunung Palung National Park. Most of the staff spends large amounts of
time in the field, but that means we are spread out to a nhumber of different locations in the region,
many of which are in far away places from our hub in Ketapang.

It has become an annual tradition for the staff from all our programs to start each year together at our
Annual Meeting. This year it was held in the Yayasan Palung Office in Ketapang and ran for 4 days
from January 11 to January 14, 2024. On the first day, each program gave a presentation that reviewed
and evaluated their activities and accomplishments from 2023, and discussed any challenges faced in
carrying out their activities during the year. This is a unique opportunity for members of all programs to
get a closer look at what their colleagues have been working on and to think about how their own
program integrates with others.
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Day 1 of the Annual Meeting: The staff looks on as they listen to the accomplishments of their
colleagues in 2023.

On the second day, we prepared a plan of activities that will be implemented in each program in 2024,
including what will be achieved in support of the conservation of orangutans and their habitat. The
activity plan that we compiled will be used to guide each program and focus our efforts in the field. In
addition to this activity plan, each program also established what equipment, supplies, or other support
they need to be successful, including what increased capacity is needed to support the implementation
of these programs. We also reviewed the partner institutions that will collaborate with GPOCP/Yayasan
Palung on different activities.

On the third day, we held a socialization activity for Work Accident Insurance delivered by the Social
Security Organizing Agency (BPJS) for employment. This is important so that all staff who work in the
field know what guarantees they are entitled to, especially Work Safety Guarantees, because most of
the staff work in the field with various risks that must be faced. We also received First Aid in Accidents
(P3K) training provided directly by the National Search And Rescue Agency (BASARNAS). This
covered the Basics of First Aid in Accidents, Victim Assessment (Primary Examination and Secondary
Examination), techniques for calling for help, shock and fainting, bleeding wounds, bone and joint
Injuries (sprains, joint dislocations, fractures), bandage and scanning, poisoning, including bites and
stings of venomous animals, and disturbances due to extreme temperatures (fatigue, heat, etc.). While
we certainly shared some laughs and had fun during victim role play, this training is really important so
that staff have knowledge and confidence to take action if there is an accident in the field.
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The team looks on, as Udin plays the part of an accident victim, and learns what to do in an
emergency situation.

For the final day of the Annual Meeting, we planned a gathering of the big Yayasan Palung family at
the beach in Ketapang Regency. However, this plan was altered by rainy weather conditions so we
improvised with other indoor group social activities. We always make time for fun social activities at the
end of the Annual Meeting after doing the hard work of evaluating and planning for the year ahead. It
helps us to build and maintain a sense of cohesion and unity among the team which is often spread far
and wide throughout the region during the year. With our shared mission and values, the keluarga
besar of Yayasan Palung had a great Annual Meeting and is eager to continue our work in 2024.
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The keluarga besar at the end of this year's Annual Meeting.

A Look Back at 2023 for the Research Program

By Ahmad Rizal, Research Manager

First, we, the research team, would like to wish you a Happy New Year 2024!! It is always our goal that
our orangutan research produces more and more knowledge each year so that we can better protect
orangutans and their forests. While we are looking forward to starting 2024 at full speed, | would like to
reflect a bit on our accomplishments and some of our best moments in the forest in 2023.

The year 2023 was really the beginning of the 'new normal.” We all still remember how the Covid-19
pandemic caused hardships for everyone, including community organizations like ours. We are very
grateful to everyone that supported us in those difficult times, so that in 2023 we could start feeling like
we were thriving instead of just surviving. The year started on a very positive note with the entire
GPOCP/YP team gathering and crafting a united vision and mission, and goals for 2023 by having
discussions together at the Annual Meeting.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=1alad9113b&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1789822730469073269%7Cmsg-f:178982273046907326...  5/11
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Back at the Cabang Panti Research Station, we began the search for orangutans on January 2nd and
finally found one on January 7th. | met Bibi, a mother orangutan, and her son Bayas, who were having
a social party with an unflanged male orangutan named Juk. This group of orangutans are permanent
residents within the research area of Cabang Panti and are encountered regularly, but it was nice to
kick of the year with this familiar trio. A bit later on the 19th, the field assistant, Dika, managed to find
another mother orangutan named Berani with her new baby, and then Yogi, another field assistant,
found a third mother-offspring dyad, Kabar and her son King.
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Bibi and Bayas (above) and the unflanged male, Juk (below) in early January 2023.

So, it was a strong start to the year for us! We were especially excited to find Berani and her new
baby. The baby is still known only as IF11DEC23, which is the sort of temporary code an individual is
given if they are new to us and have not been named yet. You may remember our article reporting the
news of this birth in the December 2022 issue of Code RED. Berani is the daughter of the orangutan
Bibi, so Berani is Bayas' older sister. We first found Berani with the brand-new infant on December
11, 2022, and for several days we made observations on the condition and behavior of Berani and the
baby. Seeing them again right away in 2023 was a great way to track the development of the infant as
well as Berani’s behavior as a new mother. Berani, whose name translates to brave, appeared to be a
very good mother and attentive to her first offspring, even though she was new at it. Berani has been
followed since she herself was a baby, so it has been very exciting to watch this new milestone in her
life.
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Berani, Bibi's grown-up daughter, and her new baby.

In 2023 we saw the official start to regular data collection at full capacity at the Rangkong River
research site. We had worked long and hard on plans and logistics to initiate the study of the
orangutans at the Rangkong satellite research camp. It is +6km from the Cabang Panti research
station, and still within the bounds of Gunung Palung National Park. It is different in important ways,
however, as the Rangkong area used to be a hotspot of illegal logging. The forest has regenerated
here, but has different forest structure and plants in it, and we would like to know how orangutans deal
with this different forest type. In early February 2023 we began searching for orangutans at the
Rangkong. By February 6th, we began our first official orangutan follow at this new site. Natalie, our
Program Coordinator at the time, met the mother and baby orangutans near the camp. She made a
'Hooo!" vocalization to signal the field assistants that she found an orangutan, and then the field
assistants joined the orangutans until they built their night nest. We are so excited to see what our
research at this site can tell us about how orangutans adapt to different levels of habitat disturbance.
Already we see differences in the kinds of food available, which we expect to have implications for
many aspects of orangutan behavior and biology.

8/11



GPOCP: January 2024 - Our Annual Meeting and Reflections from the Research Camp

Repairs being made to the building at the Rangkong camp in preparation for full capacity research data

collection there.

Summertime! During the summertime in the US, and usually in Indonesia from June to August, we
welcomed the arrival of Dr. Cheryl Knott, our Executive Director, who comes each year to see the
progress of the project and provide capacity building for staff in the field. Cheryl with her husband and
daughter (Tim and Jessica Laman) and Cheryl’s PhD student from Boston University, Samantha Vee,
arrived in July. This year, Cheryl and Jessica, who is a Boston University sophomore, updated
methods for data collection, took photos with laser cameras and taught staff in the field about
changes in data collection. Samantha joined the staff in the field to learn how to collect data on
orangutan behavior and develop her plans for her own thesis project. The annual visit of Cheryl and
her family and any students from Boston University is always very useful and is one of the moments
we look forward to every year because we can meet in the field with the big boss and learn together
new things and meet new people.

In early August 2023, the project had the special honor of welcoming the Leakey Foundation and
friends as guests at Cabang Panti. The Leakey Foundation is one of the instrumental funders that
helped us start, and then continue to conduct, long-term research on orangutans here in Gunung
Palung National Park. We worked together to try and give the best welcome to these visitors who
were giving their time to come see our remote camp and observe how the research program works
and how it is always developing. We went to the forest together to see the beauty of Cabang Panti
Research Station’s wild forest and how the field staff collect data on wild orangutans. We also held
demonstrations in our forest laboratory on fecal and urine sample processing. The visit ended with
some extra fun because the Leakey group joined in our Independence Day celebrations on August
17th, playing some exciting games at the camp in the middle of the forest and sharing many laughs.
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Cheryl goes over the botany work with Dr. Richard Wrangham, one of the distinguished Leakey
Foundation guests we hosted this summer. Gunawan and Ishma help to explain the plants and the
processing.

We had another special visit at the end of the year, as we had the opportunity to host Dr. Tatang Mitra
Setia and Mrs. Astri Zulfa from Universitas Nasional in Jakarta. The orangutan research projects in
Gunung Palung are sponsored by and in collaboration with Universitas Nasional. Dr. Tatang and Ibu
Astri also joined on orangutans follows, observing how the field staff collect data on orangutan
activity, then also earned about our laboratory work. Furthermore, these esteemed collaborators had
the opportunity to come and see the Rangkong camp. We also had a lot of discussions about
orangutans and the world of research in the field, which was very pleasant.
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It was very fitting that we started the year with Bibi and her juvenile son Bayas, and ended the year in
the same way, but with some new developments. On December 23rd, Bayas was found traveling
alone and the field assistant tried to wait and see if Bibi was nearby. She was not. Bayas is 8 years
old and has been followed since he was a hewborn. Almost every month in 2023 we encountered Bibi
and Bayas, as they ranged near camp. Now, we are seeing the surest signs that Bayas is becoming
independent. Even before this, Bayas had started moving at a distance from his mother (x45m) and
often ate in a separate tree from her, but when sleeping at night he would still climb into his mother’s
night nest. On this day in late December, the field assistants followed Bayas until he made a night
nest...his very own. This marks the early stages of the transition to adolescence, and we are eager to
follow his development in this new stage. This spirit of new transitions and happy milestones is one
that we are bringing to the new year, 2024.

Management of Cabang Panti Research Station is conducted by the Gunung Palung National Park Office
(BTN-GP) in collaboration with GPOCP/YP. Scientific research is carried out in conjunction with the
Universitas Nasional (UNAS) and Boston University.

Nature is not a place to visit. It is home.

-Gary Snyder
£ IX]Oin

Our Contact Information YAYASAN PALUNG
Gunung Palung Orangutan Conservation " w.ﬁ
Program

P.O. Box G m L
1661 Massachusetts Ave ... 4 \
Lexington, MA 02420 GUNUNG PALUNG

1-617-353-7723
https://www.savegporangutans.org/

Unsubscribe | Manage email preferences

Yayasan Palung

JI. Kol. Sugiono, no. 28, RT 013/RW 05 Sampit,
Kec. Delta Pawan, Kabupaten Ketapang,
Kalimantan Barat 78811, Indonesia
www.yayasanpalung.com

All photographs © Tim Laman or © GPOCP
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