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DearFriendsandSupporters,

Aswefinishoutthisyear,andenteranewone,Iam filledwithjoyand
pridefrom themanysuccessesof2021.I’m incrediblythankfulforour
manysupportersfrom aroundtheworld,helpingustocontinuethe
fightto#SaveWildOrangutans.

To reflecton some ofouraccomplishments this year,Program
Coordinator,NatalieRobinson,haswrittenourfirstarticle.Sheshares
somehighlightsfrom bothourresearchandconservationprograms.

Oursecondarticlecomesfrom along-timeGPOCPpartner,Andrea
Johnson.AndreafirstcametoGunungPalungasthefieldresearch
managerin1999.Thenfrom 2000-2001,sheranourfirstorangutan
populationcensus,beforeworkingintheYayasanPalungconservation
office asinterim Field Directoruntil2002.In 2017,Andrea joined
GPOCP'sBoardofDirectorsandisourSecretary.Andreanowworksas
anAdvisorandConsultantfortheClimateandLandUseAllianceand
livesinCostaRica.Here,shewritesaboutmemoriesfrom hertime
running ourfirstorangutan population survey and exploring the
unchartedforestsofGunungPalungNationalPark.Now,20yearslater,
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shesharestheexcitingfindingsfrom ourlatestsurvey,carriedout
from 2019-2020.Readontofindoutjusthowremarkabletheseresults
are!

Itisthankstosupporterslikeyouthatwehavebeenabletocontinue
thisworkoverthepasttwodecades.Itissoexcitingtoseethatour
workismakingarealimpactonthewildorangutansofGunungPalung
NationalPark.

Iwishyouallahappyandhealthynewyear!

Sincerely,

CherylKnott,PhD
ExecutiveDirector
GunungPalungOrangutanConservationProgram (GPOCP)
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A2021Recap
ByNatalieRobinson,ProgramCoordinator

It’sdifficulttobelieveanotheryearhasalreadycometoanendwhilewearestilllivinginthestrangenew
realitiesofCOVID-19.Thoughforeignstaffmembershavebeenbackintheirhomecountriessince
March2020,we’vebeenfortunatetokeepbusyatGPOCP,andhavemadegreatstridestowardsthe
conservationofwildorangutans.

Atthebeginningof2021,weheldourannualmeeting.Stafffrom bothourconservationandresearch
teamsjoinedtogethertosharetheaccomplishmentsofthepreviousyearanddiscussgoalsforthe
comingyear.



TheGPOCP/YayasanPalungConservationandResearchStaffjointogetherduringthe2021AnnualMeeting.

InFebruary,wecarriedoutthefirstEnvironmentalEducationExpeditionsoftheyear,travelingtoremote
villagesin Ketapang Regency,and welcomed thenewestmembersofourvolunteeryouth group,
REBONK,duringthe10thannualinaugurationceremony.

Laterthatmonth,wepublishedanexcitingnewarticleinBiologicalConservationwhichhighlightsour25
years ofresearch and conservation on orangutans in Gunung Palung NationalPark,as wellas
anotherarticleaboutconfrontingethicalchallengesinlong-term researchprograms.Wethensigneda
newformalagreementwiththeNationalParkBureautocontinuetostrengthenourworkingrelationship
overthenext5years.

WecelebratedthedefenseoftwoPhDdissertationsinMarch,from Dr.AndreaBlackburnandDr.Amy
Scott,bothofwhom conductedtheirdissertationfieldresearchatCabangPantiResearchStation.
Theylatergraduatedfrom BostonUniversity,officiallyreceivingtheirPhDsinMay.

InAprilwewerehonoredtohaveourprojectfeaturedinTheAtlanticmagazine,inanarticlewrittenby
WudanYan.Thepiecehighlightsstoriesfrom ExecutiveDirectorDr.CherylKnott,Field Research
AssistantsSahrilRamadaniandSabtaPelari,and ResearchDirectorWahyuSusanto.Thisfeature
focusesontheinvaluablerolewhichlocalcollaboratorsplayinfieldresearch,whichiswhyourproject
hasbeenabletocontinuesincetheonsetofthepandemic.

WethencelebratedEarthDay,whichfollowedthetheme“RestoreourEarth.”Ourmanyyouthgroup
membersandWestBorneanOrangutanCaringScholarshipstudentsorganizedandranavarietyofin-
personandonlineactivities.

TwoprimaryschoolstudentsfromMatanJayaVillageparticipateinanin-classactivity,ledbyour
EnvironmentalEducationteam.

WealsoselectedsixnewstudentsforWestBorneanOrangutanCaringScholarships(WBOCS),andthis
10thclassofrecipientswasofficiallyawardedandrecognizedinMay.Thesewell-deservingstudents
havenow completedtheirfirstsemesterofuniversityclasses,astheycontinueontheirjourneyof
becomingthenextgenerationofconservationists.



LaterinMay,wecompletedaseriesoftreeplantingprojectstorehabilitatelandthatwaspreviously
burned,surroundingthreeoftheCustomaryForests.A totalof6,000treeseedlingswereplanted,
includingrubbertrees,betelnut,petaibeanandjengkolbean.

InJune,wecollaboratedwiththeInternationalInstituteforEnvironmentandDevelopment(IIED)to
conductaSite-levelAssessmentofGovernanceandEquity(SAGE)intheBanjarLestariCustomary
Forest.Wewereproudtohelppilotthistool,whichaimstoenablestakeholderstoassessthestatusof
governanceandequity,planactionstoimprove,andmonitorprogress.Weroundedoutthemonthby
celebratingWorldRainforestDay,makingvideosandparticipatinginRainforestLive.

InJuly,wereleasedaneweditionofourIndonesianlanguagenewsletter,MIaS,focusingonthetheme
“Wisemanagementofnaturalresourcesinanefforttoreducetheimpactofclimatechange.”

AmemberoftheRintisBetunasgroupinRiamBerasapVillageclearslandtomakewayfornewhorticulturalcrops.

WecelebratedWorldOrangutanDayinAugust.InSeptember,wecommencedaseriesofbiodiversity
surveysthroughouteachofourCustomaryForestsandwitnessedafascinatinginteractionbetween
anadultfemaleorangutanandaBorneanslowloris.

ThroughoutOctober,membersoftheCustomaryForestManagementBoards(LPHD)continuedtocarry
outSpatialMonitoringandReportingTool(SMART)patrols,inordertomonitorforestactivity,searching
forsignsoffireorlogging,takingnoteofwildlifeandchangesinvegetation.

InNovember,wecelebratedOrangutanCaringWeekwithaseriesofeventsrunbyouryouthvolunteers
andWBOCSrecipients.GPOCP-supportedmaster’sstudentandlong-timecollaborator,EndroSetiawan,
defendedhisthesisandgraduatedcum laude,receivingaccoladesforhavingthehighestGPAamong
graduatestudentsattheNationalUniversity(UNAS)thisyear.IntheUS,graduateandundergraduate
studentspresentedontheirorangutanresearchattheNortheasternEvolutionaryPrimatologists(NEEP)
annualmeeting,whichwehelpedhostatBostonUniversity.



MembersoftheREBONKyouthgroupposeatascenicoverlookduringafieldtriptoLubukBajicampsite,withintheNationalPark.

InDecemberwefinalizedthebuildingdesignandbeganpurchasingmaterialstobuildoursatellitecamp
intheRankgongdegradedforestarea,wherewe’vebegunadditionalresearch,betweenCabangPanti
andtheedgeoftheNationalPark.ConstructionissettobegininJanuary2022.

Intotal,ourresearchteam havespentover3,200hoursfollowingwildorangutans,collectingbehavioral
data.Researchershavecollectedover220fecalsamplesand90urinesamples.Morethan750new
feedingtreesweretagged,andwecontinuedthemonitoringoftwodifferentlong-term phenological
datasetsthroughouttheresearcharea.

ThestaffatCabangPantiResearchStationandtheYayasanPalungconservationofficehavecontinued
topersevere,stepintonewroles,andtakeonnewchallenges,despitethestillongoingpandemic.Weare
gratefulforeveryone’shardworkandoptimisticthatthenextyearwillbringevenmoresuccesses!

Ourlatestorangutancensusshowsthefruitof20years
ofconservationwork
ByAndreaJohnson,GPOCPBoardMemberandSecretary

Wehavesomeprettycoolnewstoshare.Butfirst,travelbackintimewithmeforamoment.

Early2001:ForthelastyearIhadbeenworkingwithDr.CherylKnott’sorangutanprojectintheworld’s
mostbeautifulplace.IhadwaitedfortheY2K“endoftheworld”whilewatchingstarsfrom thesandy
banksoftheAirPutihRiver,nopossibleinternetconnectiontobeblown;Ihadlistenedtothe2000US
electionchaosunfoldoverastatickyshortwaveradio(“somethingabout́hangingChad́?”).Andnow,
myresearchvisawasexpiring,butIwasayoungandhungry20-something,andIwantedmore.Sowhen
shesaid,"wereallywanttodoGunungPalungNationalPark’sfirstorangutanpopulationcensus",Iwas
like:signmeUP!



Theteamofrangers,fieldresearchersandportersfromourfirstorangutanpopulationcensusin2001.
ThroughoutthesurveywepartneredwiththeGunungPalungNationalParkBureau.Theteamincluded

NationalParkrangers,localvillagers,ourlong-termstaff,andIndonesianstudents.

Turnsoutthatcountingorangutansisn’tassimpleasyoumightthink.There’sareasonthesereclusive
soulshavesurvivedandprosperedinthehigh,tangledforestcanopiesofBorneo!Populationsurveysare
thereforedonenotbycountinganimalsbutbycountingtheevidencetheyleavebehind:theneststhey
maketosleepineachnight,andsometimesfordaytimerestorplayordefensivespacestoo.Byfiguring



outthedensityofnestsindifferenthabitattypes,youcanestimatethedensityoforangutanindividuals
andeventuallycalculateafigureacrossthewhole108,044hectaresofNationalPark.

Ofcoursetherearesomestepsbetweencountingnestsalongatransectandarrivingatapopulation
figure!IhadnoideawhatIwassigningupfor–I’dspentmytimeatCabangPantiResearchStation,
wherethetrailswereclearlymarked,theforestwasintact,thewaterwascleanandthelivingwas
(relatively)easy.Buttosurveytheentireparkmeantnavigatingupnewrivers,cuttingmachetetrailsfor
hoursthroughsteepterrain,battlingmosquitoswarmstosetupcampinpeatswamps,andspending
monthsscanningforrottingwadsofleaves20metersaboveourheads.Tocarryoutthisfeatwe
partneredwiththeGunungPalungNationalParkBureauandourteam includedrangers,localporters,
ourlong-term staff,andIndonesianstudents.WealsodidextrasamplingintheforestsofGunung
Palung’snorthernbufferzone,tounderstandwhetherorangutanswerestillusingthisdegraded,heavily

loggedhabitat.Wewalkedkilometersofkuda-kudaskidtrails,muddymazesofdestructionbuilttopull
gianttreesoutoftheforest’sdepthstowardsdownstream sawmills;myheartbrokeatleastasmany
timesasouroutboardmotordid.


