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Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we finish out this whirlwind of a year, and enter a new one, I am filled
with joy and pride from the many successes of 2020. I want to especially
acknowledge all of our hard working staff who stepped into new roles this
year and kept our programs going, achieving many major milestones
despite the pandemic. We reflect on some of these accomplishments in
our first article, sharing the highlights from both our research and
conservation programs.

Our second article celebrates the fabulous National Park renovations of
the Cabang Panti Research Station. This achievement was celebrated
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earlier this month at an inaugural ceremony. We explain the history of the
station and the remodeling project, and share some beautiful photos of
the new buildings.

Thank you to our many supporters from around the world who are helping
us to continue the fight to save wild orangutans. We also invite you to
start 2021 by becoming a member of the Save Wild Orangutans team.
For as little as $5/month you can become a member and receive periodic
special updates throughout the year. Check out how to join, and access
some of this additional content at our website.

I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. I’m excited to see what
2021 holds.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Knott, PhD
Executive Director
Gunung Palung Orangutan Conservation Program (GPOCP)

Thank you to all of our
supporters who

generously donated this
#GivingTuesday!

Start out 2021 by
becoming a member of
Save Wild Orangutans.

Join today!

The Year in Review
By Natalie Robinson, Program Coordinator and Cheryl Knott, Executive Director

Although 2020 has been an unprecedented year in many ways, we’ve been fortunate to keep busy at
GPOCP, and have made great strides towards the conservation of wild orangutans. To kick off the year,
we held our annual meeting in January. Our conservation and research staff came together for a three-
day meeting to share the accomplishments of the last year and discuss our goals for the coming year.
Later that month, Sustainable Livelihoods Head Artisan, Ibu Ida, won a Disney Conservation Hero Award.
We celebrated her years of hard work and her dedication to sharing her skill of weaving throughout the
community and training the next generation of craftspeople.

In February, we finished a year-long field project to assess the size of the orangutan population in
Gunung Palung National Park using a new methodology of matched ground and drone nest count
surveys. Then, we began the next step of this study, with the analysis of drone imagery, collecting data
on the presence of orangutan nests. We also launched our online membership program, Save Wild
Orangutans, and the GP orangutans were featured in BBC’s Seven Worlds One Planet - Asia episode.
Dr. Cheryl Knott’s work was also highlighted by Boston University.

https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMVzpNRFbm-2Bfuu7U3SljqFf8TUArxOrrdHkN9JlMf5ojw-2FrwugNPUstudz0-2BG19vmXGI9QrceVmx2qtSmsC6BV7I-3DVmyh_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh57uiYrwHsTusN8QR9P81A7QaRL-2BQhPb2fFZSgMZDowav8mqcGPOBJKXK1x3dr2fVHRbjqhdo9vddpJDFuBlkTSVA94gOvdqiJt8-2B-2BdXlCIl4iFrvZkuhl3AXjIhEYnkukodq7LFjHE-2FBiyx4TGQ0lwI-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMRKKME3avR8NLHzXBBnnyBlrkoeIel4HZLvQ8JPPMUCUjgCp1DB9eQnpBJHuc0HAqQ-3D-3Dqyyh_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5zFBkYrxMqb2KrGmVmmnheWyDbDAhv9MOmo8cE5bC-2B5bf-2BNZLTtUOJZKsqmgwGTtzoXDsNRq6to-2Bx9AWx0rgjDb6gPrMf8fd8-2FaWyxmVKqjG9LhIgt-2B15cawz5oIApw8BIac1p2gFCGd9jbMqjMSIsM-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMVzpNRFbm-2Bfuu7U3SljqFf-2B1CyEFwnEEuBUk9r8sCZDdJjQiWd5K8Y3S1psJZub9ou5122orT-2BIAnRUQe-2B9VtbI-3DcuA2_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh59AW-2FPYi8G0D4AuHjJbzIXJE7vlOsbPRzWtb7ZedSSp5Y0uAQzkm89jrVulp7vF8WXhuskFWwNoDKj1WvgnLFsFU4KtGg6vjPxRUL-2B21VO8lwsVtR8077jhr0nUvilf5jIz1NjNy2ngJSCMcdoQkj2c-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMaYxmfvxMKAO419N4uZYDx8NnCuybeCNmCjAC17YDP1Khkq6EmTHVKa8oM-2BqkNPJPXqOz6fHHRK-2BBCSbf6-2FS0RyjGaKQkotNu4zWENumMWJ9JkgaYjBG79WPsuEjgk0faw-3D-3Dg8zy_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5xaLV7ra10Hr-2B-2Bnof7iqhExzMuaG9fgSLekb1aRwVRHDp1oFqUMi8vorxmqj7D02k-2BiykW539IQrgOWax9TdBQ2EH-2FeIhXgFAJN0iYw7AQXLS6xlS458N0yj363TpfJ8WA3-2FLALZMoy6x6eKjcmnbEU-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMRKKME3avR8NLHzXBBnnyBlibCxL2Yh2uqqtWNDYdkXkfkCd0nmcneO-2BU3TPpsAvumIu1Da38AdbCQys91lWvQRCTJHqkePp8eLGoPo1t-2FdEEj06_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5zGhFSShOTnRsYaMronryH-2FRwXQSwn3FBRs-2Fn5GobtSmSLsDgrhM67BXAfNpzCxXI-2FlHQhkPso6BYzNnwqt3uTX3QY-2FlZqGxJC2X8U1taBCeAcvtFTRQj-2Be-2B-2FIEMo-2F99MIJM2rAeCStoWIucpy9SqSM-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMRKKME3avR8NLHzXBBnnyBkmxktVy04HP5uqYvHLt1wIzt80ZfKHrGmbRloVTyAFE9NlloRATcC0X1DQfMdWF1ado4HSwfnG-2FuPyRLByZZEMauhO4Lw-2FwWbQeF0ofGNT5fLKNLR92sIjZ-2Fr75wxz4HLwflLzYXxKx4IGIjuJltbmldeWzdxFfM9-2FK50ceHk9ig-3D-3Dmfwb_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5-2FlI01lvrEzf6gDDi9m-2FzKu0wv-2B2YGDMPla0TV6QsfkL-2BscFVJMUMgDE2fXpNmBgbgb02HQ4MvTTC5VV9l0iA1LHidFc-2Bi-2FmBIaMm617D-2BIrVgRfpu0gvFHXD3NLtN8j0-2FoYvsxHspQlEIjtOtUN-2B74-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMRKKME3avR8NLHzXBBnnyBmfJbMmOywc78NgO6bo3qfQff-2FklO7K3rUwayDwrorBfA7wHph9TcghpeUZM60UF6X2M9r9XvOi2gDRCyLOGPXYXldRxMUIj3t7CYWB-2FZODGw-3D-3DcNNg_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5wQ73ikXzCzDWIE63ZjD8TKleGZhYjEoQFzYICHC74m4uN8e2o19fOyC9BRcm4BgE8O3gyaw6SfBdGmc9qC97xR9fq9QvaYlRzu5JM9VMJlguhSu9DkhvCQugINWzv1al5yQCaSvDmSVuwG0Tsw1ZB8-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMVzpNRFbm-2Bfuu7U3SljqFf8VCQsMw67Cgb-2Fv4y0saGRwXQ-2Bm71-2BnbP28XW55qt8-2BvQ-3D-3Dwqke_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh52h4sf09KfDTHa-2F3s3RdDFY6xt8seUpSSiFvoj-2BboyHtJLxQtQ0Zzm4sTbQN3kORenkDPNlwjdbZmgL3SYATrND7hXUCcP-2BdgMpyiPu34HPRcxzBvYopHA58p1ml3XLM5WUs5ICZ-2Bq4lvkgu5b2tkE8-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMVzpNRFbm-2Bfuu7U3SljqFf8VCQsMw67Cgb-2Fv4y0saGRwXQ-2Bm71-2BnbP28XW55qt8-2BvQ-3D-3Dwqke_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh52h4sf09KfDTHa-2F3s3RdDFY6xt8seUpSSiFvoj-2BboyHtJLxQtQ0Zzm4sTbQN3kORenkDPNlwjdbZmgL3SYATrND7hXUCcP-2BdgMpyiPu34HPRcxzBvYopHA58p1ml3XLM5WUs5ICZ-2Bq4lvkgu5b2tkE8-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMQzZ5nhBpsXrP697v8XoedvV8R6IkV25VacJ5YUVj-2B4g5LjPshPjG7tox0NmGe5j0wDHCebEh4P0TAbwxIm7YrVDdO6LhbGKwJtNvcgxLLI8VQ37NDYSPx3so-2BLDqzDO7FJnQHfCDxAkzJubunIurJo-3Dx1Zy_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh52-2FCTFUsd6-2BQVE9e-2FYtNr-2F3roEbyB9hk3QJ7rMuXMWVOuWwzuAqAKipJ1P0-2BbPAJG4oNM7lgYgwP6CJTgHG-2BDCG-2FeCGheiLdDUFaDxJQ74mdE0UVMJbnwh7t8RBcZrn3JoQow-2Br73nyJSTEwX124KkE-3D
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A baby orangutan named Bayas was featured in the BBC Seven Worlds One Planet episode. Bayas, along
with his mother, Bibi, were among the most frequently studied orangutans in Gunung Palung this year. Photo

© Tim Laman.

COVID-19 then became a worldwide pandemic. As a result, in mid-March, GPOCP went virtual and we
all learned to do our part to socially distance and #ActLikeAnOrangutan. Our Sustainable Livelihoods
artisan groups joined forces to sew cloth masks at the onset of the pandemic. In total, they made over
6,000 masks to distribute throughout local villages. This generated a significant amount of income for the
artisans, while also helping the community.

In April, we celebrated Earth Day as we were adjusting to this ‘new normal’, implementing new virtual
ideas, and hosting a remote craft competition. The next month, we officially awarded six new West
Bornean Orangutan Caring Scholarships. These hard-working students have now completed their first
semester of university classes!

https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMRKKME3avR8NLHzXBBnnyBkc-2FSLRO2LCvxjcKjGVnxOiZLTK5rhHM-2BZYRe3EgA3LzKecPUnY07gc7RUKDcjuoRyS4XedMeV0UWVmgKzFG2EAzKuD_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5yjreC3x-2BsK-2B8TSKxlrgWekCVUwf69FTEjSf2FfokAs07Kw24pJxlKi1Tf2ovsQKoCcGQ43tOISkY-2Bv5od5hLkH-2B8ZnQpTVJvFIvWYA7H7j-2FIahpq3uFchvCRvi8iNvnKq83pDAGPKBvFTaaquEsMo4-3D
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The six new university scholarship recipients (in khaki shirts) alongside GPOCP staff members after their
official WBOCS acceptance ceremony.

In June we celebrated World Rainforest Day and Executive Director, Cheryl Knott, spoke as a panelist
during a virtual webinar. In July, we commenced a series of biodiversity surveys throughout each of our
Customary Forests. These surveys aim to identify animal and plant species in forests that buffer the Park,
while also training villagers on survey methods so that they can independently run such surveys in the
future.

The next month, two new Customary Forests, in Batu Barat and Rantau Panjang villages, were officially
recognized by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry. After a long, arduous process, the villages'
Management Boards are now permitted to supervise and utilize the Customary Forests for the next 35
years! We also celebrated World Orangutan Day with a poster design competition.
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GPOCP field surveyors and members of the Customary Forest Management Boards enter the forest edge on
their way to conduct biodiversity surveys.

In September, the first environmental education and mobile health clinic event was held in Pengkalan
Teluk Village, in collaboration with another local NGO, Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI). Our team also
wrapped up a survey at our Bentangor Environmental Education Center, assessing tree types and
carbon content within the surrounding area. Schools in the Kayong Utara Regency opened back up in
October, allowing some limited Environmental Education programming to resume.
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Children from Pengkalan Teluk Village draw as part of a lesson on plant biodiversity during one of our environmental
education and health clinic expeditions. We provide education in remote villages

surrounding the Park in order to increase knowledge, respect and understanding about orangutans and
rainforest habitat. Participants also receive free health screenings from our partners at ASRI.

In November, we resumed a survey from 2019, collecting data on Human-Orangutan Interactions (HOI)
throughout 14 villages that border the National Park. We also celebrated Orangutan Caring Week, with
events organized by our WBOCS recipients and volunteer youth group members. In the US, Boston
University recent PhDs, graduate students and undergraduates virtually participated in the Northeastern
Evolutionary Primatologists (NEEP) annual meeting, presenting on their orangutan research.

We’ve had an exciting end to the year, receiving many generous donations on Giving Tuesday. Long-time
National Park counterpart, Endro Setiawan, began his Master’s thesis research in the partially degraded forest
near the Rangkong River, outside of our main research area. Most recently, construction of the new Cabang
Panti Research Station finished, and these buildings are now officially in use! The Gunung Palung National
Park Bureau (BTN-GP) hosted an inaugural ceremony to celebrate the new camp alongside many of our long-
term supporters, colleagues and collaborators (see the following article).

In total, our research team spent over 1900 hours following orangutans, collecting focal behavioral data
on 35 different individuals. Researchers recorded observations of 13 orangutans that had not previously
been studied in the Cabang Panti research vicinity. The field team also collected fecal and urine samples
to study orangutan health and physiology. More than 350 new feeding trees were tagged, and we
continued the long-term monitoring of two different phenological datasets throughout the research area.
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Field Research Assistant, Sabta, follows a flanged male orangutan named Logan.

The staff at Cabang Panti Research Station and the Yayasan Palung office have continued to persevere,
step into new roles, and take on new challenges, despite the still ongoing pandemic. We are grateful for
everyone’s hard work and are optimistic that the next year will bring even more successes!
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This large flanged male orangutan was first found in January of this year. He had not been previously
observed by researchers, and was eventually given the name Lusa.

Inauguration of the New Cabang Panti Research Station
By Edi Rahman, Field Director, Petrus Kanisius, Communications Officer, and Cheryl Knott, Executive Director

The Cabang Panti Research Station, in Gunung Palung National Park, is home to our long-term
orangutan research project. Recognized by the United Nations Great Ape Survival Project as a
conservation priority area, GPNP and the surrounding forests are one of the most important blocks of
orangutan habitat and one of the only remaining tracts of lowland Dipterocarp rainforest in Borneo. The
area has a very high biodiversity conservation value, providing critical habitat for many endangered
species, including orangutans, proboscis monkeys, gibbons, hornbills and sun bears. It also provides
clean water to surrounding regions and is a buffer against climate change, with deep peat forest acting
as a carbon sink and mitigating flooding and damage to coast farmlands from tidal salinity. The Park's
proximity to the Java Sea and its small, isolated mountain range, creates 8 distinct ecological zones.
This biodiversity of animals and plants has attracted both national and international researchers to
conduct studies in the GPNP area.

The newly rebuilt Main Camp which houses the laboratory, specimen room and research library.

The Cabang Panti Research Station is located in the west-central area of the Park. In 1984, Dr. Mark
Leighton founded the station in collaboration with Dr. Dedy Daernedi of the Indonesian Institute of
Sciences. Dr. Leighton's research at Cabang Panti continued until 1996. The Gunung Palung Orangutan
Project was founded by Dr. Cheryl Knott in 1994, and a second long-term study, the One Forest Project,
was established by Dr. Andrew Marshall in 2000. In the early 2000s, GPNP experienced substantial
illegal logging, and the station was forced to shut down in 2003, leading to building deterioration. The
station was then rebuilt in 2007, with design spearheaded by Dr. Marshall, and funded jointly by Dr.
Marshall and Dr. Knott. This rebuilding of 2020 ushers in a new era, with improved and expanded
research and living spaces that will provide more opportunities to current and future generations of
Indonesian and foreign students and scientists.



Since the station is located deep in the primary rainforest, over 12 kilometers from the nearest village,
buildings can quickly deteriorate, due to wood rot, termites, fallen trees and flooding. Thus, after more
than a decade since the last major rebuilding, many of the camp structures were in need of some
reconstruction. In 2019, GPNP Research Station Head, Endro Setiawan, with support from GPOCP
Research Director, Wahyu Susanto, submitted a competitive proposal to the Indonesian Ministry of
Forestry to have the station rebuilt. Excitingly, their proposal succeeded, and it was decided that Cabang
Panti would become the new model research station for all of Indonesia!

One of 6 new researcher houses which sit along the Air Putih River and AP trail. Each stilted house has an
elevated sleeping area, with a private toilet and bathing room downstairs.

All of the construction was funded by the Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry, via a project
through the Financial Ministry of Indonesia, with a budget of 8 billion rupiah (570,500 USD). The building
was just finished last month and the inauguration ceremony was held on December 12. We welcomed
special guests Bapak Citra Duani, Bupati (Regent) of the Kayong Utara Regency, and Bapak Sapto Aji
Probowo, Sub-Directorate of the Director General of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, as well as
the Deputy Chief of Police and the Liaison Officer of Kayong Utara Regency, and the Head of the
Sejahtera Village. Also in attendance were Yayasan Palung staff, National Park officers, long-term
research counterparts from Universitas Nasional in Jakarta, and members of long-term collaborating
institutions, Alam Sehat Lestari and International Animal Rescue.

The inauguration ceremony was marked by the cutting of a ribbon and the signing of a plaque at the
front of the main station building. This was done by the Regent of Kayong Utara, who was serving as a
representative of the Director General of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry.



Bapak Citra Buani cuts a ribbon and signs the plaque, officially opening the new Cabang Panti Research Station. Special
guest, Dr. Tatang Mitra Setia, Dean of the Faculty of Biology at the National University (UNAS), and our research sponsor,

looks on in the bottom photo, standing on the left.

The new station now has several buildings to support research, including a meeting hall, library,
specimen room, laboratory, presentation room, lodging houses, and a place of worship. In a statement at
the ceremony, Bapak Sapto declared that Cabang Panti is a model station, not only because of its good
physical condition, but because of the potential for research. GPNP Head, Bapak Matheas Ari
Wibawanto, went on to explain that Cabang Panti is a storehouse of knowledge that we must explore
and share with the world to better our education and health. He also stated that the existence of Cabang



Panti has had a positive economic impact on the surrounding community, as many members of local
villages have been employed by the long-term research projects.

The new Camp Litho (left) which houses National Park Staff and a large meeting room, and Camp Nyamuk (right) which
has research assistant lodging as well as a kitchen, dining area, and prayer room.

Later in the evening, a special tumpeng event was held, where guests shared a ceremonial
Indonesian rice dish. The day ended with a series of presentations and the giving of awards. GPOCP
Field Director, Edi Rahman, accepted an award from the Ministry of Environment and Forestry,
officially recognizing GPOCP's conservation and research activities, which have taken place in the
GPNP area since 1999, and our strong partnership with the National Park Office. We are so grateful
that the Indonesian government has sponsored this construction, and are excited that this new
infrastructure will better support our research project. We are hopeful that in the coming year, when
COVID-19 conditions improve and travel is safe, that we can welcome more researchers from around
the world and share this beautiful research station!



GPOCP Research Director, Wahyu Susanto, gives a presentation on the history of the
research station during the tumpeng event.

"And now we welcome the new year, full of things that have never been”

- Rainer Maria Rilke

Our Contact Information
Gunung Palung Orangutan Conservation
Program
P.O. Box G
1661 Massachusetts Ave
Lexington, MA 02420



1-617-353-7723
https://www.savegporangutans.org/

Unsubscribe | Manage email preferences

All photographs © Tim Laman or © GPOCP

https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMU8CUXRn76O3SJ2ZB-2F35nHt-2F-2FyMbcBZ06SdwDKlo-2Bo5dp6qKhcXSXHxG2zKzqSZjjg-3D-3Dj2G9_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh59Tf7VOOKPCSzOY0-2BbbKb3ZfNeBxqnM6FIhbjvI7SVRJJ1c-2FmCNbVuDwdAaMWDPPdSxrpCWadFMRrPFzYV-2BP9VRvGuoGQbcHvMtl5okJRGHn8SU-2BmgYmvUxbELfSJL-2BR9MKJ6fuZDKPuCL51B1JMBQc-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMehehPIWMKfneGoyQHrfqfedJhR2hlMChhO4lMJoJI83ioIp2h6FsHrdhGaOBFVlK0ZNMgRPBt3Nv30jLEyMlKTvhHc6TQlhGi9GdY-2FtYO5sydqvogxROpnwkrTIiDNi-2FSWLhjdch1K5lw8M8v7Tem1oa23b9-2BMlqj2Nuhmve1LC9aUaRv7pNKeubsTJZASb1aq1WVJ2s5RB9xtjJR7KWa6ISoDLIUBrnLz2FAqS-2FcFyrNplAxqMP2Z-2Fxur2g9ucbgDkMA4PlNRuOxwPQF7fVNg-3D1tMA_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh58QEhGJ6kfx7gW-2BVlewBtejP2X-2BicKCqQZFz-2B21m1AmOjIImGW-2FG6zpAnLYcfnF65-2Fa42K4lqb-2F3Cn-2BKfJtNO4D1vSyhYEmsjzsouuZkzsF9wlJHeopc-2FG2MYdjtq-2F8hcA2Sy8j9QJDwV-2B-2BrFVLs-2FbI-3D
https://u14699437.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=xh-2B6aVxUmYOzu63ZvRobMehehPIWMKfneGoyQHrfqfedJhR2hlMChhO4lMJoJI83ioIp2h6FsHrdhGaOBFVlK0ZNMgRPBt3Nv30jLEyMlKTvhHc6TQlhGi9GdY-2FtYO5sydqvogxROpnwkrTIiDNi-2FSWLhjdch1K5lw8M8v7Tem1oa23b9-2BMlqj2Nuhmve1LC9aUaRv7pNKeubsTJZASb1aq1WVJ2s5RB9xtjJR7KWa6ISoDLIUBrnLz2FAqS-2FcFyrNplAxqMP2Z-2Fxur2g9ucbgDkMA4PlNRuOxwPQF7fVNg-3DTOOh_JWzSB8hgrQAvT-2FFBTgEdbN-2FD28Jv6QqjbcLnuR5VCwkiS1rosTi8PM7guPDnZar8VVCmfBqyj4XVUcdqv1CaVby5nU3m0xSFbAeGfoNvnq7S7A-2FXIolXd8YcAPwM0DbwgD8yl8tnZTl5R-2FNvzfpM5H2ofepWeti5hAP90hT77sa9YRBkT30fTkgHFkqcm6mvBenbhUKERHt4q0nu-2BAGCGWKMDbUE0JOLDHRPYZz0nhe1OQtimZvLaT0jaD4de5P3lDPGfWoH-2FdJR3r6kOhbh5-2B6ZNvMp9voQ351FbyJfwir1NvVJJCoSObAjrsemRI9X-2FfwurvS-2BuHQob-2Fh9rf0qP0vzxCWz5lQhTwN89Sqi81iYTIaqJu4HHLF2WBD9KYVQqXMQ1-2Fserkl5G1a5FKq-2FKw9JqaU9OOQuun618pkwOT4-3D

